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Rahway Arts + Business Partnership
Annual Report on Programs and Activities for calendar year 2018

Mission

The mission of the Rahway Arts + Business Partnership (RABP) is to facilitate the ongoing
growth of Rahway as a diverse, vibrant, economically and socially sound community. The
RABP develops and promotes activities and programs that encourage the long-term success of
Rahway’s Special Improvement District (SID), which is the civic, cultural and commercial center
of the entire City. The Rahway Arts + Business Partnership is the District Management
Corporation for Rahway’s SID.

Activities and Programs

The Programs and activities facilitated by the RABP are of two types: Special Events and
Ongoing Programs. Special Events include once a year events such as the Rahway Taste of
Spring, an annual event held since 2000. Ongoing programs include activities which occur
throughout the year, such as the Rahway’s Own campaign which involve gatherings, programs
and displays.

Management Structure

The RABP is a non-profit corporation, governed by a Board of Trustees as well as a
representative from the City Council. Operational management of the RABP is provided by the
Executive Director and the Managing Director. The services of the Managing Director are



shared with the City of Rahway, by who the Managing Director is also employed as an
Economic Development Specialist. Since 2017 the RABP offices have been located in City Hall.
This facilitates the efficient operation of the RABP, and enhances communication between the
City Administration and the RABP.

Activities and Programs

Creative Rahway for Education (Ongoing Programing)

Since 2014, the RABP has been an active participant in the monthly meetings of the Creative
Rahway for Education Committee (CRE), a coalition of educators, school administrators, City
administrators, local artists and businesses seeking to create opportunities for Rahway Public
Schools students to connect with the downtown business and arts community, in order to
enhance their educational experience, as well as to encourage pride in their City. The CRE
group emerged from the City-wide Creative Rahway Convening held in January 2013 at the
Hamilton Stage. The goal of the 2013 Convening was to inspire connections and collaborations
and generate new ideas, by bringing together stakeholders from many different parts of the
Rahway community. Rahway Public Schools student groups participate regularly in City and
RABP events such as Taste of Spring and Winter Wonderland.

Restaurant Week (Special Event)

Rahway’s Culinary scene is garnering some well earned attention and 2018’s Restaurant Week
was it's “peacock moment”! Changing the timing of Restaurant Week from Spring to Winter was
a suggestion made by the proprietors the year prior. The RABP listened and so Rahway’s

annual Restaurant Week was held January 22nd-26th.

Fourteen restaurants participated (Beanas Para Siempre, Meatballs & Brew, The World Famous
Waiting Room, Cubanu Latin Fusion, Hugos Restaurant, Luciano’s Ristorante, Nancy’s
Townehouse, Taste of Marinas, The Irving Inn, Sabor Peruano, Patria, Just Plain Daves,
Haruka Sushi and La Malinche) with prix fixe menus that showcased their unique cuisines. The
RABP was able to use the logo and advertising campaign created in 2016 by Rahway’s Wizdom
Media. This was used in both print and social media to encourage patrons to enjoy Rahway’s
unique restaurants. RABP Board Trustee Patricia Kozlowski donated her design skills to assist
the restaurants in the creation of a menu that was easy to read and provided consistency
among all the participating establishments.

One unique characteristic was the collaboration not only of the restaurants but of the local
businesses as well. Diners were encouraged to hold on to their receipts for specials outside of



their meal. With receipt in hand, folks were able to take advantage of the following: The
Gateway Family YCMA offered childcare from 6-9pm for only $10; Wet Ticket Brewery offered
$1 off your tab; The Watt Hotel Bar offered 10% off of your first drink; Rahway Kitty Hall offered
50% off of your entrance; Sticks Cigars offered 1 free cigar with the purchase of two, and, Union
County Performing Arts Center offered Free tickets to the screening of Princess Bride or 35% off
Dream Theatre Productions Legally Blonde showing that weekend.
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Fios 1 Restaurant Hunters Comes to Rahway

Rahway’s downtown Restaurant Scene is gaining notoriety! Christine Sloan, host of Fios 1’s
culinary show, “Restaurant Hunters”, searches for delectable delights all throughout New
Jersey. In early 2018 she requested the RABP suggest Rahway eateries that would fit their
criteria for an upcoming episode. The RABP provided backgrounds on all the restaurants and
the Producers selected The Irving Inn, The Rahway Grill and Sabor Peruano to highlight during
an episode that aired in March.

RABP Social Media

In December of 2017 the Executive Team met with Heather Dube, a dynamic Rahway resident
who wanted to assist the RABP in it’s initiatives and activities. Heather began by taking over the
RABP’s Instagram account and grew the number of followers from 320 to 1,200. She also
facilitated several initiatives throughout the year including the Rahway Shoppers Guide and the
Rahway Bingo Board, both designed with the intention of educating Rahway residents to all that
the downtown has to offer.

Tri-County Chamber of Commerce
In January, Len Harris of the Tri-County Chamber of Commerce, invited Rahway to host a
meeting and inform the Chamber members of Rahway’s activities and initiatives. The RABP




continued this relationship by regularly updating Mr. Harris, the representative for Rahway, who
in turn, informs the Chamber at large.

American Planning Association of NJ’s Annual Conference - Guest speakers

On January 25th, the Executive Team of the RABP was invited to speak at the American
Planning Association of NJ’s Annual Conference as part of a panel, tln the Center of it All:
Outside the Box Strategies for NJ Downtowns.j Initially the Executive Director was contacted
after an article was published naming Rahway as one of the Five Happening Places in NJ which
cited the monthly meet-up group “Cinco Rahwayd. Cinco was created by Ann Marie and Amy
outside of the work of the RABP, however, they used panel as a platform to discuss Cinco, but
also many of the initiatives that happen in our downtown.

The Rahway Taste of Spring (Special Event)

The 18th annual Rahway Taste of Spring held on April 20, 2018 attracted a sold out crowd of
over 1,500 people to the Rahway Recreation Center and raised over $15,000 for the RABP.
This event, directed by RABP Board Member Matt Dobrowolski, is the major fundraising event
held each year by the Rahway Arts + Business Partnership to raise funds for the RABP’s
programs.

Restaurateurs and purveyors of wine and spirits from Rahway and fourteen surrounding
communities brought bite sized portions of their best fare and their most popular beverages,
which were enjoyed by all. The restaurateurs are all vying for the accolades that come from
winning Best Of in their category. Over 900 tickets were sold in advance for $30, creating our
first ever sold out event before the doors even opened. Patrons raved about the offerings and
will be sure to purchase their tickets in advance next year! Vendors were pleased with the
efficiency and organization of this event and are already looking forward to 2019.

The Rahway Taste of Spring is also a food competition awarding winning restaurateurs with a
beautiful plaque, “Gulnter Cash” awarded by Glinter Wilhelm, a high end cutlery and cookware
company, and a year’s worth of bragging rights. In addition, the overall winner, the coveted
Taster’s Choice, also received an engraved knife from Glinter Wilhelm. The winners are listed
below.

Taste Of Spring Competition Winners 2018
Seasons 52
217 Lafayette Ave, Edison, NJ 08837
Best Gourmet Seafood
Best Gourmet Entree
Best Side




*Taster’s Choice*
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Rosie’s Cafe
238 Inman Ave. Colonia, NJ 07067
Best Salad

Bar Louie
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Beana’s Para Siempre
988 St. Georges Ave, Rahway, NJ 07065
Best Mexican Food

Chevys Fresh Mex
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Caption: Best in Show: Gold Leaf Bakery



Caption: Our Esteemed Judges

Caption: In the winners circle






